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Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

With this year’s 60-day legislative session in the books, we wanted to send out this 
mailer to provide our perspective on the highlights, lowlights, and missed opportunities. 

In January, we were optimistic lawmakers would come together to address many of 
the flawed policies enacted during the 2021 session. Our priorities were clear: improve 
public safety, make life more affordable, and restore your faith in state government. 

In a bipartisan effort this session, we were able to reinstate just a few of the crime-fighting 
tools that were stripped from our law enforcement officers in 2021. However, this is 
where much of our collaboration ended. Majority Democrats kicked the can down the 
road on the unpopular long-term care program and payroll tax, opted against providing 
tax relief for you and your family, and refused to reform the governor’s emergency 
powers to restore balance of power between the legislative and executive branches.

Perhaps the biggest missed opportunity of session, however, was the Legislature’s failure 
to use our record $15 billion budget surplus to provide tax relief for Washingtonians. 
We had an opportunity to put money back in your pocket, but Republican proposals 
to do so were rejected right out of the gate. Instead, Democrats spent almost our 
entire surplus, choosing to increase the size and scope of state government instead 
of easing your financial burdens. 

Outside of the $65 billion operating budget we passed, the other major spending plan 
that was adopted was a partisan $16.8 billion transportation package. While there 
are a number of projects to be excited about, including the Puget Sound Gateway 
Program extension of State Route 167 from Puyallup all the way to the Port of Tacoma, 
funding for this package unfairly raises fees for drivers at a time when gas prices are 
out of control.

As you read through this newsletter, please know we want to hear from you. And we 
encourage you to reach out to us with your comments, questions, and concerns as we 
represent you throughout the year. Our contact information is below.

It is an honor to serve you.

Sincerely,

Sen. Chris Gildon Rep. Kelly Chambers Rep. Cyndy Jacobsen
Chris.Gildon@leg.wa.gov Kelly.Chambers@leg.wa.gov Cyndy.Jacobsen@leg.wa.gov
(253) 840-4523 (360) 746-3670 (360) 786-7968
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2022 supplemental capital and transportation budgets,  
and a partisan transportation package

While bipartisan collaboration and agreement on the state’s 
operating budget is difficult due to our differing approaches 
on taxes and spending, the same cannot be said for the capital 
budget, which funds various construction projects throughout 
the state. In recent years, the budget has made significant 
investments in mental and behavioral health, water, sewer and 
broadband infrastructure, affordable housing, school seismic 
safety, and more.

The 2022 supplemental capital budget spends a total of $1.5 
billion, building on the $6.3 billion 2021-23 capital budget 
the Legislature passed last year. Here locally, we were able to 
secure $2.89 million for local projects.

The 2022 supplemental transportation budget approved this 
session provides $11.6 billion for the 2021-23 transportation 

budget. Funds in the budget are allocated for the 
maintenance and preservation of current transportation 
systems, the Washington State Department of Transportation 
(WSDOT), Washington State Ferries, Washington State Patrol, 
and other state transportation agencies. 

In addition to the 2022 supplemental transportation 
budget, there was a separate transportation package 
the majority pushed through this session without 
bipartisan cooperation. It’s a 16-year, $16.8 billion 
package that not only will raise fees on Washingtonians, 
but it will also use fees from policies that will further 
increase the cost of fuel. While we voted in favor of 
the transportation budget, we opposed the Democrats’ 
partisan transportation package.

Rep. Kelly Chambers, Sen. Chris Gildon, Rep. Cyndy Jacobsen



To help those in need, we must address the root causes of homelessness
Washington state has seen a drastic rise in homelessness over 
the last decade. This increase has been particularly severe for 
individuals who are chronically homeless, up 221%, as well as for 
unsheltered homeless, up 70%. 

The Legislature has been funding programs and services 
addressing homelessness for quite some time, unfortunately, 
the problem has only gotten worse. Lawmakers missed an 
opportunity this session by not addressing many of the root issues 
that have resulted in many individuals living on our streets and in 
encampments. We believe it is time to take a step back and look 
at some other ways to address this crisis.

First, we should better understand the number of unsheltered individ-
uals in our state so we can make complete decisions when deciding 
how to properly allocate resources. We need to count homeless indi-
viduals in our jails and hospitals in addition to those on the street. 

Second, we need to provide rental and utility assistance to help 
families stay in their homes, provide emergency housing for 
those in need, and ensure any homeless encampments that do 
exist are clean. We should also incentivize employers to hire 
those who are homeless by creating a B&O tax incentive. 

Finally, we must make communities safer by amending drug 
possession laws and encouraging diversionary treatment in lieu 
of criminal charges for the first two incidents of possession. We 
firmly believe drug addiction and mental illness are at the heart 
of our homelessness crisis, and that we must dedicate funding 
for local drug courts to provide better drug treatment programs. 

We cannot continue to ignore this problem and those who are 
suffering. We must come together and work in a bipartisan 
fashion to address this crisis. 
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With record revenue, supplemental operating budget fails to offer families tax relief
This year, we had an incredible $15 billion surplus. With that 
amount of unexpected revenue, we could have fully funded 
government and given you a tax break. Republicans introduced 
legislation to cut taxes and make daily life more affordable. 
We proposed progressive property tax relief that would make 
mortgages and rent easier to pay. We introduced legislation to 
incentivize family-wage jobs by eliminating the business and 
occupation tax on manufacturing. Knowing how unpopular 
and unnecessary the capital gains income tax and the long-
term care payroll tax are, we offered legislation to repeal both. 
Unfortunately, none of these proposals were implemented by 
Democrats.

Not only did they reject Republican efforts to pass a permanent 
half-point sales tax cut, but they didn’t even end up passing their 

own bill to provide a three-day sales tax holiday in September. It 
begs the question, if we can’t provide tax relief with a $15 billion 
budget surplus, when will we ever do so?

Remarkably, our state’s operating budget has ballooned more 
than 100% since Governor Inslee took office. That’s more than 
two times as fast as median private sector wages have grown in 
that same period. This spending is reckless and unsustainable, 
and we have not been shy about saying so.

As with every operating budget, there were some bright spots. 
These include:

• Sen. Gildon and Rep. Chambers were able to ensure this 
budget put almost $34 million toward assisting potential 
refugees from Afghanistan and Ukraine. 

• Sen. Gildon got $2 million added in this year’s budget for the 
Department of Health to do a drug awareness campaign, 
which will hopefully inundate the airwaves and reduce 
instances of individuals trying drugs for the first time.

• Rep. Chambers secured $3.5 million for the Washington 
Auto Theft Prevention Authority (WATPA). WATPA was 
created about 10 years ago to address the often complex and 
multijurisdictional nature of auto thefts. Over the years, funds 
for the authority have been diverted to other areas. The funds 
provided by Chambers’ amendment will help law enforcement 
better address the record number of auto thefts we’re seeing 
in Pierce County and in other counties around the state. 



Democrats reject emergency powers reform yet again
Passing emergency powers reform was another top priority 
for Republicans this session. No matter the governor’s political 
affiliation now or in the future, we believe the Legislature must 
have a role to play during ongoing states of emergency. For state 
government to function the way our founders intended, there 
simply must be checks and balances.

This year, House Republicans introduced House Bill 1772, which 
would have increased legislative involvement in gubernatorial 
proclamations relating to a state of emergency. Among other 
things, the bill would’ve limited a state of emergency to 60 
days unless extended by the Legislature. It also would’ve limited 
gubernatorial orders that prohibit certain actions during a state 
of emergency to 30 days unless extended by the Legislature. 
This approach would have struck a balance to allow for quick 
executive action and legislative approval. Even so, the majority 
decided to kill the bill.

While Senate Democrats advanced an emergency powers bill, 
it wasn’t written in a way that would meaningfully restore 
the balance of power between the legislative and executive 
branches. In fact, editorial boards around the state called it 
‘ineffective,’ ‘weak,’ and ‘milquetoast.’ 

When that bill came to the House floor for a vote, Republicans 
introduced an amendment in an attempt to make it stronger. 
After several House Republican members spoke in favor of the 
amendment, House Speaker Laurie Jinkins stopped debate on 
the bill altogether. In total, it was only on the floor for about 30 
minutes and never again brought up for a vote.

When asked why she made that decision, Jinkins said our caucus 
talked too much. 

It’s remarkable she would blame us for their failure to pass a bill. 
Had they truly wanted to act on emergency powers reform, they 
would have. Make no mistake about that.

Legislature must make public safety a priority
Fixing the disastrous police reform bills Democrats passed 
last session was one of our top priorities this year. With crime 
on the rise, Republicans made every effort to make public 
safety a top priority and show our men and women in law 
enforcement that we have their backs.

Too many of our communities in the 25th District and around 
Washington have become unsafe, and many of our law 
enforcement officers feel abandoned by their lawmakers. 
Even so, these men and women continue to endure despite 
facing greater risks and having fewer tools at their disposal 
to fight crime. 

While Democrats did pass two bills to fix flawed policies 
they passed last year, they were unwilling to pass a bill that 

would have allowed law enforcement officers to engage in 
a vehicular pursuit when they have reasonable suspicion the 
person in the vehicle has committed or is committing a crime. 

The two bills we did pass are:

House Bill 1735: Allows law enforcement to connect a person 
experiencing a mental crisis with counseling before they hurt 
themselves or others.

House Bill 2037: Expands use of physical force and allows 
law enforcement to use less than lethal tools such as bean 
bag rounds.

Even so, these bills do not go far enough in allowing our 
law enforcement officers to do their jobs and keep our 
communities safe. 

Throughout session, Republicans offered real solutions to 
prioritize public safety, prevent crime, put victims first, and 
support law enforcement. Almost all of our proposals were 
ignored. The sad fact is the majority, through their policies, 
is making it easier to be a criminal and harder to be a police 
officer.

It is simply unacceptable that Washington continues to rank 
last in the nation in terms of the number of police officers per 
thousand people. We have to do better.
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SEN. Chris Gildon
While this session remained mostly virtual, 
I was able to return to my office in Olympia 
where I worked with a limited number of 
staff and colleagues to ensure your concerns 
were addressed. I was also fortunate enough 
to be one of the few members allowed on 
the Senate floor during debate. This allowed 
me a greater opportunity to interact and 

discuss ideas and solutions with my counterparts on the other side of 
the aisle. 
I continue to serve on the Senate’s Human Services, Reentry and 
Rehabilitation Committee, Housing and Local Government Committee, 
Rules Committee, Ways and Means Committee and as the Senate 
Republican deputy floor leader. 
I was honored to see that my bill creating more opportunities for 
first-time homebuyers was recently signed into law by the governor. 
Senate Bill 5758 will implement a condominium conversion tenant-
to-homeowner program focused on opportunities for first-time 
homeownership and to assist tenants in multifamily buildings that are 
being converted to condominium ownership. 
Housing affordability remains a top priority for me, and it is my 
hope that the Legislature will continue to look for more ways to help 
individuals and families in the homebuying process by reducing costs 
and regulations, making homeownership more attainable for all 
Washington residents.

REP. Kelly 
Chambers
Despite it being a difficult 
session in many respects, I’m 
pleased to report two of my 
bills were approved by the 
Legislature and signed into law 
by the governor.
In a recent scientific brief, the 

World Health Organization revealed that in the first year 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, global prevalence of anxiety 
and depression increased by 25%. In addition to these 
challenges, substance abuse has also worsened over the 
last two years. Even before the pandemic struck, however, 
Washington was dealing with a mental and behavioral 
health crisis due to a shortage of providers and lack of 
access to services. 
Under House Bill 1286, Washington will be the latest 
state to join the Psychology Interjurisdictional Compact 
(PSYPACT). The compact, which 28 other states are part 
of, is designed to facilitate the practice of telepsychology 
and the temporary in-person, face-to-face practice of 
psychology across state boundaries. The overall goal is to 
increase access to care and facilitate the coordination and 
continuity of care when a patient travels or relocates. 
While the Legislature has been working to increase 
funding for mental and behavioral health care in recent 
years, we know there is much more work to do. I believe 
House Bill 1286 represents a positive step forward in our 
journey. 
House Bill 1530 will allow for the creation of a 
Washington wine license plate, which more than 4,000 
people signed a petition in support of. Under the bill, a fee 
of $40 will be charged for the plate, which will feature a 
scenic landscape of Washington wine country. All funds 
generated from sales of the plate, as well as from the 
$30 renewal fee, will go to State of Washington Tourism 
to advocate, promote, develop, and sustain destination 
tourism marketing across the state. 

REP. Cyndy Jacobsen
Two of the bills I introduced this session have 
been signed into law. House Bill 1984 will 
require paper-issued registration certificates 
for vehicles, trailers, and vessels to be 
printed to allow for the manual removal of a 
registrant’s address, by the named registered 
owner. This will correct an ongoing issue 
that leaves victims of car theft susceptible 

to further crimes by allowing them to keep their personal information 
private.

The governor also signed House Bill 1930, which will allow 
cosmetologists and similar licensees whose licenses expired, or were 
canceled, on or after March 1, 2020, to renew their license before June 
30, 2023. We should do anything we can to help those who have been 
hurt by the COVID shutdown get back in the game. But there is more to 
do in the interim. I plan to continue working with cosmetologists in the 
coming months to develop more comprehensive legislation.
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If we can be of any assistance during this unprecedented time for our communities, please feel free to contact our offices. 
It is a pleasure and honor to serve as your 25th District legislators.

REP. Kelly Chambers
Olympia Office  
426 John L. O’Brien Bldg, P.O. Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504 
(360) 786-7948 
Kelly.Chambers@leg.wa.gov 
RepresentativeKellyChambers.com

District Office  
101 South Meridian, Suite C  
Puyallup, WA 98371 
(360) 746-3670

Olympia Office  
405 John L. O’Brien Bldg, P.O. Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504 
(360) 786-7968 
Cyndy.Jacobsen@leg.wa.gov 
RepresentativeCyndyJacobsen.com

District Office  
101 South Meridian, Suite C  
Puyallup, WA 98371 
(253) 449-8545

SEN. Chris Gildon 
Deputy Minority Floor Leader

Olympia Office  
110 Irv Newhouse Bldg, P.O. Box 40425 
Olympia, WA 98504 
(360) 786-7648 
Chris.Gildon@leg.wa.gov 
SenatorChrisGildon.com

District Office  
101 South Meridian, Suite G  
Puyallup, WA 98371 
(253) 840-4523

REP. Cyndy Jacobsen 
Assistant Minority Whip

Contact Your 25th District Lawmakers:


